


THE PREACHER’S 
VOCABULARY LIST 

Homiletics- from the word homilia has come the English word 
“homiletics,” which has reference to that science and art or indeed both –
which deals with the structure of Christian discourse, embracing all that 
pertains to the preparation and delivery of sermons and Bible addresses.  
It shows us how to prepare a sermon or Gospel address and how to 
deliver it effectually.  Homiletics, then, is the art and science of preaching. 

Hermeneutics- biblical hermeneutics is the science of interpretation of 
the Bible and the methods of that interpretation.  Biblical hermeneutics is 
about the approaches of looking at the Bible and interpreting what it 
means.  The ultimate goal of hermeneutics is to discover the truths and 
values in the bible and what the text truly means.  

Exegesis- to interpret a text by way of a thorough analysis of its content.  
Finding out what the Spirit originally was saying through its author in that 
Bible passage. 

Eisegesis- a process where one leads into study by reading a text on the 
basis of pre-conceived ideas of it meanings.  It is when someone 
interprets the Bible according to notions born outside of the bible.   



TYPES OF 
SERMONS 

• Manuscript 
• 3 Points
• Expository (Exegetical) 

Based on structure: 

Textual 

Topical 

Expository 



§ Textual Sermons are based on one verse or a portion of a verse. This single source is then 
analyzed and expounded upon. The emphasis of the sermon is the truth of that one text.  It is 
considered in many cases a miniature expository sermon.  

§ Example Outline: Our Besetting Sins
§ Text: Hebrews 12:1-2

§ I. The Cloud of Witnesses
§ A. The cloud of witnesses is a multitude in number 
§ B. The cloud of witnesses is sympathetic in interest 
§ C. These witnesses were glorious in character



§ II. The Besetting Sin
§ A. The apostle defines what this sin is. It is in a single Greek word, “euperistaton” - “The sin which 

doth so easily beset us.”
§ B. The apostle asked to have such sin discarded - “Lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so 

easily beset us.”
§ C. The apostle desires that, having discarded it, we disregard it - “Let us run with patience the race 

that is set before us.” 

§ III. The Sufficient Saviour
§ A. He is the Author and Finisher of our faith - “Looking unto Jesus the author and the finisher.”
§ B. He is the Substitute for our sins - “Who... endured the cross, despising the shame.”
§ C. He is the Great High Priest - “Is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”



§ Topical sermons are based on a topic or theme. They are usually based on many Scripture 
passages instead of one. The emphasis of the sermon therefore is on the theme and not a single 
verse or passage. Riley calls this a “Thematic Sermon”

§ Example Outline: Six Essentials in Soul Winning
§ 1. Get God’s conception of a soul’s worth
§ 2. Consecrate yourselves to soul winning
§ 3. Surrender to the Holy Spirit’s guidance
§ 4. Employ the Sword of the Spirit-- the Word
§ 5. In this divinest of work, be direct
§ 6. With whatever of success, be dissatisfied



EXPOSITORY 

§ Expository sermons are based on a passage of Scripture. Truths are 
brought by analyzing the passage, usually in reading order. The 
emphasis of the sermon is the broad truth that the passage teaches.  
Expository sermons are an exposition of the scripture itself than is 
the case with the textual sermon.  The textual or topical sermon 
occupies itself chiefly with one certain thought or topic suggested 
by the text; whereas the expository sermon occupies itself with the 
exposition of the entire scripture chosen.  

§ Hounded Yet Happy!

§ I. The King’s Opponents (Psalm 3)
§ A. They are a multitude in number.
§ B. They are as impotent as plenteous.
§ C. They suffice to drive the believer to divine Protection.



EXPOSITORY…

• A. He is the One that heareth prayer
• B. He is the One that showeth good.

II. The King’s Protection (Psalm 4)

• A. It opens the gates of the day to God.
• B. It turns the private closet into the temple 

of God.
• C. It terminates in songs of praised and joy.

III. The King’s Praise (Psalm 5)



PREACHING 
IS DONE 
FROM…

§ PREACHING COMMUNICATION

§ Philips Brooks “Preaching is the bringing of truth through 
personality… It must come through the preacher’s character, his 
affections, his whole intellectual and moral being.”

§ -Be You, Be True You, You learn from Mentors you are not your 
mentor.

§ PERSONAL CONSISTENCY 
§ “So many other activities central to our society, from the 
mathematics to plumbing to flower arranging, May be done without 
essential regards to the ethical or religious makeup of the practitioner.  
It can never be so with preaching, for a congregation will invariably 
discern where there is a mismatch between the character of the 
preacher and truth of what is being preached.” -Geoffrey Stevenson 



PREACHING 
IS DONE 
FROM…

§ PERSONAL CONSECRATION
§ You can’t be in sin trying to preach against sin.  That’s too much weight.  
§ FOCUS will be off and will cause the appearance of a lack of anointing

§ PERSONAL CONVICTION
§ It should hit you first.  You will not be able to persuade someone with 

something you are not persuaded by.  If it didn’t make you repent why 
would it make someone else.  If you are unsure about it, they sure won’t 
receive it.

§ DELIVERY IS IMPORTANT
§ A sermon is not a sermon until it is preached
§ While a preacher cannot add to the effectiveness of the Word, the 

effectiveness of the Word can be hindered by poor preaching or delivery. 

§ PRAYER
§ You can’t represent and speak on behalf of someone you don’t talk to. If 

my job is to communicate unto people from the heart of God then I have to
have a consistent daily relationship with God. 

§ STUDY HABITS 
§ Preacher ought to always read
§ Study to live not to preach
§ Don’t only write sermons when you have to preach



MASTERING 
THE 

MANUSCRIPT 

Eye Contact means Engagement and it causes to people to have to 
pay attention (Some scriptures, phrases are automatic eye contact) 

Sermon should be preached 3-5 times before it gets to the mic.  

Read Ahead, THINKING preacher

Highlighting works

Reading vs Conversation 

Google Pronunciations

Power Points 

Structure (Flow Sermon or Pointed Presentation)

Intro- Deal with the philosophical/physchological/stats/THINK

My Goal: Change Your Mind (heart, mind)



SERMON 
PREPARATION

WHERE DO YOU GET SERMON IDEAS? 

A. Personal study
• 1. Personal devotions
• 2. Bible Study
• 3. Books

B. Other sermons

C. Meeting a need

D. Miscellaneous
• 1. Billboards
• 2. Bumper Sticks
• 3. Signs

E. Television Commercials

F. Conversation 



II. WHEN DO I START PREPARING?
• A. Always be prepared
• B. You will develop your own routine over time 

III. SEED THOUGHTS
• A. Write down sermon ideas, even if it is not a full outline
• B. Use a wide margin or interleaf Bible to jot down notes
• C. Mark, underline, etc. in your Bible
• D. Create a filing system or notebook.
• E. Envelopes, sticky notes, etc.

IV. WHAT IF NOTHING IS COMING TOGETHER?
• A. Pray
• B. Study
• C. Try a different approach to you subject 
• D. Try a different sermon altogether
• E. Look at your study notes and old outlines

V. THE OUTLINE
• A.  Don't worry so much about form when starting, focus on substance



We have looked at the major types of sermons and the preparation of them. We 
will examine the overall structure of a sermon regardless of type. We will also 
take a look at other elements that are used in a sermon.

I. Basic Structure of A Sermon

• A. Text or Scripture Reading
• 1. Identify a passage and contextual perspective of a text (Ex. Luke 4:18)
• 2. Show the Scriptural basis for your sermon (if you will not touch it, don't read it)
• 3. Know the difference in what is necessary vs. customary
• 4. Keep it to a reasonable size passage if possible (6 verses or less)
• 5. Announce the passage two or three times and give time to find it



STRUCTURE OF A 
SERMON

• 1. Introduce the subject of the 
sermon

• 2. Create interest in the subject
• 3. Lay a foundation for the topics to 

be covered

B. Introduction

• 1. The largest portion of the 
sermon

• 2. This is mainly where the sermon 
types apply

• 3. Best to divided among a few 
major points

C. Sermon Body



STRUCTURE OF A 
SERMON

• 1. Bring everything preached to a 
point

• 2. Review topics covered
• 3. Make a final appeal on the major 

application(s) 4. Ending with a 
tremendous illustration is effective

D. Conclusion

• 1. Be prepared if there is a chance 
you are running the invitation

• 2. Press for action on the applications 
of the sermon

• 3. Have some illustrations of 
applications saved for this time

E. Altar Call or Invitation



A. Supporting Scriptures

• 1. It is a good idea to add the authority of 
other Scriptures to your major points

• 2. Should the congregation turn to the 
passage?
• 1. If there is time - YES
• 2. If it is an unfamiliar passage - YES
• 3. Are you teaching - YES
• 4. Does it interfere with the flow of the 

sermon - NO

B. Illustrations

• 1. Illustrations shed more light on a 
subject than anything else you can say

• 2. Personal illustrations are great, but 
beware of overdoing it

• 3. Any major point deserves an 
illustration

• 4. Avoid pop culture, movie, or TV 
references (unless thoroughly 
explained)



C. Alliteration

1. Alliteration - words starting with the same letter or sound

2. Helpful in remembering points

3. Don’t stretch things too far

4. Many people won’t recognize alliteration, but will recall it

D. Movement and Gestures

1. Charles Spurgeon said he preached with his whole body

2. The voice catches the ear of the hearer, movement catches 
their eye

3. Use to reinforce statements

4. Don’t overdo it

E. Jokes

1. Humor connects people like nothing else

2. Use as an “ice breaker” in your introduction

3. Use to regain attention that may be waning

4. Humorous illustration are especially effective

5. Preaching is a serious matter and not a comedy routine, 
humor is a tool



THE VOICE

A musician has his instrument, and a painter has his 
brush. The main tool of the preacher is his/her voice. 
Great care should be given to ensure that his/her 
voice is strong and healthy. He must also learn to use 
this tool effectively.

I. Caring for your voice

• A. How your voice works
• 1. Lungs force air through larynx (vocal box)
• 2. Air vibrates the vocal folds (cords) in the larynx
• 3. The produced tone is modified in the resonance chamber (nose, 

mouth, upper throat).

B. Exercising your voice

• 1. As with any part of the human body, the voice can be 
strengthened

• 2. Stretch your vocal range
• 3. Sing and speak often
• 4. Back off at the first sign of strain
• 5. Many techniques are available online



THE VOICE

C. Caring for your voice
• 1. Food to avoid (especially just prior to 

preaching)
• a. Cold food or drinks
• b. Dairy
• c. Sodas and caffeine
• d. Nuts, etc. that stick in your mouth

2. Be careful of medications
• a. Many things dry your mouth and throat

• 1. Antihistamines
• 2. Decongestants
• 3. Vitamin C (use echinacea for immune 

support)
• b. Avoid throat sprays (unless throat coat)
• c. Be careful with mints

3. Avoid dust, allergens, smoke, etc.



VOICE

4. Things that help your voice:
• a. Warm food or drink (hot tea, etc.) 
• b. Humidifiers
• c. Water

5. Things that hurt your voice
• a. Clearing your throat excessively
• b. Coughing
• c. Straining your voice (yelling, etc.)
• d. Physical fatigue

6. Warming up your voice
• a. Humming
• b. Singing
• c. Vocal exercises



THE FOUR P’S

• 1. Steady, conversational pace
• 2. Slow through key statements
• 3. Pace is the heart rate of a sermon

A. Pace

• 1. Modulation
• a. Modulation - shifting pitch and tone (not 

just keys)
• b. Avoid being monotone
• c. But don’t over do it

• 2. Inflection
• a. Inflection - pitch changes within words
• b. Difference between “Right?” and 

“Right.”
• c. Avoid rising inflection at the end of 

sentences

B. Pitch



THE FOUR P’S

• 1. Volume should be loud enough to be 
heard, but not overpowering

• 2. Yelling does not equal preaching
• 3. Most people do not like being yelled at
• 4. If you raise your voice in moderation and 

intentionally it will have great effect

C. Power

• 1. Pauses are natural and expected 
between sentences and thoughts

• 2. “Dramatic pauses” are effective if used 
correctly.

• 3. Pauses should fit as rests in music

D. Pauses



Attire

FOCUS is very 
important.  The skilled 

preacher has the ability 
to block out anything 
and stay FOCUSED on 

the assignment.

You are preaching from 
the time you enter the 

building until you leave.

Intro, Prayer, 
Acknowledgements, 

Scripture 
Public Speaking Class

Title is not just a title 
but an attention 

grabber 

Beware of creating 
shock…read your 

audience.

Whooping is gravy.  
Make the sermon so 

good that whooping is 
not necessary and give 

the “annnd you gone 
whoop??” feeling. 

Don’t let the crowd 
control you (Pace)

Don’t wanna be a 
SURFACE preacher 

Information, Inspiration, 
Celebration, 

Transformation
Physicality Matters

You can’t be fearful of 
not being the popular 
preacher -say what he 

says

Can you preach it in 
Africa? Preaching is 

venue specific 

Are you versatile 
(Convocation, 

Conference, Revival, 
Workshop)

The Pulpit is not a 
venting station


